
HELP TO PROTECT THE RURAL NATURE OF TAKELEY 

Takeley Parish is essentially a rural setting that has a history well beyond Roman times. It has mainly 

developed along the B1256, (old A120) and incorporates Takeley Street, Brewers End, Takeley village 

centre at the Four Ashes cross road, Smiths Green, Jacks Lane, Bambers Green and Molehill Green. It 

has the benefit of many listed buildings scattered throughout the landscape as well as the Grade 1 

listed Church.  

In recent years the development of Stansted Airport, within the parish boundaries of Takeley, has 

brought mixed fortunes, particularly as regards to our understanding of Takeley’s historical standing. 

Many archaeological sites and some agricultural land have been lost forever, either through airport 

development or housing development.  

Within a short distance from the B1256 you can be in the countryside, down pretty lanes and past 

beautiful 16th, 17th and 18th century cottages. The village has changed considerably over the last 20 

years with some 1000 homes being added during that time. However there is still the rural pull of 

the village and many people chose to live here precisely because of that rural environment.  

We recognise that if Takeley is to thrive it must continue to evolve. Of course we need new homes 

for our young people as well as opportunities for older people to downsize without having to leave 

the parish. It is therefore essential to plan for future development that is sustainable and enhances 

the very best of Takeley.  

Takeley continues to be threatened by land development companies seeking to build around 550 

new homes on agricultural land to the north of the village up to the A120. 119 of these have already 

been approved by the Planning Inspectorate on appeal in 2020, even though Uttlesford District 

Council refused the application in 2019.  

A small working group of active community members have restarted the process to develop a 

Neighbourhood Plan for Takeley. This will include a plan for any future house building that gives 

local people a say in what development should happen and where in Takeley. 

Uttlesford District Council is continuing to develop a Local Plan which we understand will propose 

building around 700 new homes annually across the District between 2023 and 2040.It is therefore 

very important that we progress our Neighbourhood Plan over the next couple of years so that it 

becomes a legally established document within the overall planning process for the next fifteen 

years or so.  

A number of meetings will be held in Takeley before the end of this year to explain how our 

Neighbourhood Plan is going to be developed and how you can be involved. A dedicated website is 

currently being constructed and more information will be available soon.  

 

Communication 1 Updated 4/10/2021 

Peter Hewett: Chairman: Takeley Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 

 


